


“A common misconception about 
historic designation is that it leaves 
buildings ‘frozen in time.’ But 
historic preservation is not about 
stifling creative new design. It’s 
about managing change so that we 
can retain the best of our shared 
heritage.  

 
“A compelling example of this precept is the 1 Kearny 
project (cover [right]), which successfully blends the 
past, present, and future by combining buildings from 
three distinct eras. The project includes the landmark 
1902 Mutual Savings Bank building; the 1964 annex 
designed by the office of Charles Moore, itself eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places; and a sleek 
new ten-story glass and aluminum addition completed 
in 2009. The structural system unifies the three 
buildings into a single whole, sensitively upgrading 
both historic buildings to qualify for federal re-
habilitation tax credits.” 

 
—Alexandra Bevk & Mike Buhler (Executive  

Director, S.F. Architectural Heritage),               
“Making the Case for Preservation,”                 

Heritage News, 39:2, Summer 2011. 
 
 

1 Kearny Street, Office of Charles F. Bloszies 
Photo by Cesar Rubio 







Additional images of 1 Kearny, San Francisco, by The Office of Charles F. Bloszies. Lobby design by Iwamoto Scott Architects. Photographs by Matthew Millman. 
 
 

                      
 
 

              




